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Forestry and Recreation Comnaission 
State House Annex 
Concord, New Hanpshire 


Dear Mr. Toboyr 


This is in reply to your letter of October 
3, 1958, in which you requost our opinion es to whether state funds may be 
expended for improvenent of property leased tut not owned by the Forostry 
and Recroxtion Comission. You then rofer to Laws 1957, chapter 357, which 
appropriated the sum of $10,000 for the purpose of providing picnic aroas 
on cortain designated sites. You advise that it has not been possible to 
purchase one of the desicnated sitos but that the owners will give the State 
a fivo-yoar lease and althoush they will not agreo to include an option to 
renew in the lease itself they havo indicated that there probably would be 
no trouble in that regard when the time cane. You then inquire specifically 
whether any of the funds contained in the above appropriation may be expended 
for providing a picnic area on this particular site, 


Our answor 4s in the affirmative, RSA 28135, 
III provides in part as follows: | | 


"The director of recreation. . . may recommend 
for state acquisition lands or the vse of lends for 
recreational purposes..." (emphasis supplied) 


It is clear therefore that lands may be Leased by the State for recreational 
purposes and it follows as a matter of course that state funds may be expended 
on such leased lands to fit them for the purposes for which they were ac juired, 
Thore is, of course, tho quostion as to how much monoy should be expended by 
the State for such purposes on lanis which the State holds simply on lease, but 
_ that is a matter to be decided in tho sound judgment of the department or agenoy 
concerned, | : 


Sincerely yours, 


John J. Zimmerman > 


; Assistant Attorney General 
JIZ/1t | 


